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Association Between Child Abuse and Delinquency and Antisocial Behaviour
[bookmark: _Hlk6598572]Many studies have indicated that there is a clear connection between child abuse and lawlessness or delinquency. In order to get a better understanding of the relationship that exists between child abuse and delinquency, there is need to understand the two terms which are child abuse and delinquency. Child abuse refers to physical maltreatment or sexual molestation of a child. On the other hand, delinquency refers to lawlessness or criminal behaviour or act committed by a young person (Gold, Sullivan & Lewis, 2011). When a child is physically maltreated in his childhood, there is a high likelihood that that child will develop the same kind of violent behaviour and he or she is likely to my treat others in his life. This is because children learn from what adults do, and in a situation where a child is maltreated, such a child tends to think that maltreatment or physical harassment or sexual molestation is an ordinary act which can be done by anybody without causing any problem (Gold, Sullivan & Lewis, 2011). This is likely to be the case for those children who are physically maltreated and sexually molested by adults where no one questions that kind of treatment or molestation. this is common in families or situations where a child has no Defender for parent and the only people who take care of him or her physically maltreat the child or sexually molest him or her.
Having understood the connection or association between child abuse and delinquency, it is important to note that child abuse in early stages of a child's life has a direct impact on the development of anti-social behaviour in the affected child children. Children who come from environments where they have been abused tend to develop fear of interaction with others. This fear can be attributed to the fact that such children think that everybody around them can maltreat them or mishandled them or even molest them just the same way the previous persons did to them (Trickett et al., 2011). The result of this fear is that such children tend to be fearful of interacting with other people and also tend to less interactive with their counterparts in social setups such as schools. Therefore, a child who has been maltreated in his childhood or her childhood is likely to develop antisocial behaviour where he or she finds it difficult to socially mingle and interact with other children in activities such as play and study groups (Trickett et al., 2011). This becomes a problem because such a child develops with a negative attitude towards interacting with others due to the initial treatment experienced at childhood.
Another explanation for a positive relationship between child abuse and development of anti-social behaviour is that children chained to copy what they learn from adults around them as they grow up (Gold, Sullivan & Lewis, 2011). In situations of child maltreatment or child abuse, children are maltreated and molested by people who are adults. There are rare cases where child abuse is perpetrated by adolescents or fellow children. In most cases, child abuse is perpetrated by adult people who live with those children or who take advantage of children who have no defenders. Therefore, according to Trickett et al. (2011), such children who have gone through maltreatment and abuse in their childhood are likely to learn to practice the same kind of maltreatment and a likely to apply the same for their peers. This can be manifested in anti-social behaviour such as beating up others, bullying others, sexually harassing other peers, and throwing insults add pears (Moylan et al., 2010). These anti-social behaviour develop among children who have previously been abused in their childhood because such children tend to think that doing such things is acceptable in the society (Moylan et al., 2010). Unfortunately, many of such children realize sooner or later that such behaviour is not acceptable in the society and is considered deviant and antisocial and are therefore bound to find themselves in a difficult situation where they are unable to socialize positively with their peers in their lives.
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